Two Roads Lesson 8: Jesus is our Peace
The Road Less Traveled:  Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called sons of God. Matthew 5:9
Ephesians 2:14:  For He Himself is our peace.
Read:  Gen. 37, 39-50
We can sure get offended can’t we. Someone snubs us, someone belittles us, we don’t get chosen, we aren’t invited, we are rejected.  And to complicate matters, today, people are offended if we use the wrong pronoun, if we don’t agree with them, if we have more than they have. Taking offense is rampant. Being a peacemaker in such a world sure seems impossible.
God sets the example of peacemaking for us. When Adam and Eve rejected God in the garden after He had provided a perfect place to live, when the world became so corrupt that God chose to destroy it by flood, when the Israelites turned from God to idol worship after he had rescued them from slavery, man’s relationship with God was destroyed. God had to turn His back on His creation when sin entered the world. But God loved His creation and wanted to provide a way to restore the relationship He intended to have with man. So, in His infinite wisdom, He made a way to restore peace between man and Himself.
 First, it was through animal sacrifices. But animal sacrifices only pushed the sins forward for a year, then the sacrifices had to be made again. So, second, He made a way for us to be reconciled to Him permanently. He provided one sacrifice:  He sent His Son to earth as a human to show us how to live a sinless life, then take the sin of the world on Himself and go to the cross to destroy the results of sin forever by being resurrected from the dead.
We are reconciled to God by faith in Jesus. This is a gift of God because He loves us. (Rom. 5:11) And what does God want in return? He asks us to be His fellow workers by becoming ministers of reconciliation:
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. (II Cor. 5:18-20; 6:1)
When we consider the offenses of mankind toward God, culminating in the offenses toward His Son, Jesus, leading to His crucifixion, it should be totally humbling that He wants us to be His co-workers, His ambassadors on earth, to spread the message of reconciliation. Particularly since we aren’t perfect like Jesus was.  So how do we do this?
A good example is in the life of Joseph in the Old Testament. God had given Joseph a vision that his brothers would bow down to him. He mistakenly told his brothers about his vision. They, of course, hated him for his audacity as well as for his being their father’s favorite son. As a result, when the opportunity presented itself, they conspired to kill him.  But, instead of killing him,  they sold him to some passing Midianites who were on their way to Egypt. They, in turn, sold him to Potipher, one of Pharoah’s officials.
What was Joseph’s attitude during this betrayal by his family? He relied on the Lord God. Because of his reliance on God, the scripture says that the Lord was with him and gave him success in everything he did. (Gen. 39:3) Because of his success, Potipher placed Joseph in charge of his entire household. Potipher’s wife, however, wanted to have an affair with Joseph. He resisted her, telling her such an act would be a sin against God. (Gen. 39:9) Enraged at his rebuff, she accused him of rape, causing Potipher to put Joseph in prison. Another grave injustice in Joseph’s life. How did he act now?
Even in prison, Joseph relied on God and the Lord was with him. He was given responsibility for all those placed in prison and for whatever was done there. (Gen. 39:20-23) He showed concern for the prisoners and when two of them looked sad, he inquired as to what was wrong. They told him about dreams they had and didn’t understand. Joseph told them that “interpretations belong to God.” They told him their dreams and Joseph interpreted them. They came true exactly as had said. When one, the cupbearer, was restored to his position under Pharoah, Joseph asked him to remember him as he had done no wrong. But—the cupbearer forgot. What did Joseph do now?
He continued to rely on God even though he had been totally forgotten by the cupbearer.  Two more years passed. Then Pharoah had a dream that no one could interpret. The cupbearer remembered that Joseph had told him the meaning of his dream. He told Pharoah that perhaps Joseph could interpret his. Pharoah immediately sent for Joseph. Joseph told Pharoah that God would give Pharoah the answer to his dreams. He interpreted the dreams for Pharoah and told him that God was showing Pharoah what He was about to do—seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine.
Pharoah then put Joseph in charge of the whole land of Egypt, second only to Pharoah. Now what did Joseph do? He relied on God: “God has made me forget all my troubles.” (Gen. 41:31) Joseph prepared for the famine to come during the seven years of plenty.  When the famine came, all in Egypt had to appear before Joseph to buy grain.  The famine also struck the land where Joseph’s former family lived.  His father sent his brothers to Egypt to buy grain. They had to see Joseph to buy it. They didn’t recognize him as he spoke Egyptian and wore the dress of an Egyptian high official. He recognized them though. And as predicted in his dreams, they bowed before him.
What did Joseph do now? Rather than retaliate, he began the process of restoring their relationship to him. Once his brothers knew who he was, they were afraid. But Joseph told them: “it was not you who sent me here, but God, to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.” (Gen 45:7) He had his entire family brought to Egypt, settled them in the best land available, and took care of them the rest of his life.
The story of Joseph proves that peace is possible even under the most offensive situations a person can imagine: sold into slavery by your own family, imprisoned after being falsely accused, forgotten by those you befriended. Joseph relied on God throughout his trials and did not seek revenge. He took his complaints to God and waited patiently for God to act. In every situation, he performed his duties as if was working for God—regardless of what his duties were—menial tasks as a servant or a prisoner to exercising his power in running the Egyptian empire. He forgave his brothers because he saw God’s larger purpose in what had happened to him.
We may never know what God’s ultimate purpose is for any offense we receive. But we have the Holy Spirit within us to guide us as we seek understanding and as we seek to be reconciled with those who have offended us. Jesus’ offense on the cross brought us peace and reconciliation with God when he was resurrected from the dead. Now it is our turn to show this peace to others. We move further down the road less traveled as we fill our role as Christ’s ambassadors, ministers of reconciliation. For Christ himself is our peace. 


