Two Roads Lesson 3: Jesus Wept
The Road Less Traveled:  Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Matthew 5:4
 “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight...Save me from blood guilt, O God.”  Psalm 51:4
“And he went outside and wept bitterly.” Matt. 26:75
“Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn, and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will lift you up.”  James 4:9
“Streams of tears flow from my eyes for your law is not obeyed.” Psalm 119:136
“My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within, my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in the street of the city.”  Lamentations 2:11
“You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph (Israel.)” Amos 6:1-7
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem; you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you. How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing.  Look, your house is left to you desolate.” Matthew 23:37
We have all, at one time or another, mourned the death of a friend or relative or the loss of something in our lives.  When Jesus saw Lazarus’ sisters and friends weeping because Lazarus had passed away, Jesus was deeply moved in His spirit and joined with them in weeping and mourning. Jesus wept over the death of his friend, Lazarus, even though He knew He was going to raise him from the dead. His compassion was evident to all.
But have you ever mourned over the sin in your life, the lives of others or the evil practices of governments and nations?  Mourning for sin is more than regretting the sin.  Mourning for sin is a gut-felt recognition that sin separates us from God. When David was confronted about his sin against Bathsheba and Uriah, (adultery and murder), he cried out to God: “Against you, you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight…. Save me from bloodguilt, O God.”  (Psalm 51:4, 14) Like David, the apostle Peter, when he recognized that he had turned his back on Jesus by denying Him three times, he went outside and wept bitterly. James, the half-brother of Jesus, wrote in James 4:9 that if we are friends with the world, we are an enemy of God and that we should “grieve, mourn and wail”.
What about the sins of our friends, family, and others? Jeremiah, an Old Testament prophet,  told the people what the Lord saw in their nation: truth is perishing; no one is repenting of his wickedness; each is pursuing his own course; they have rejected the Word of the Lord; they do not consider their sin serious; they worship other gods; they sacrifice innocent children.  He also was to tell them of the destruction the Lord was imposing because of their sin.  Jeremiah wept because of their sin and the effects that sin was having on his nation.  He writes in Lamentations that his heart is poured out on the ground because his people were being destroyed. (Lam. 2:11)
Amos, another Old Testament prophet, said we should not be complacent about the sins of the nations.  He writes: “You drink wine by the bowlful and use the finest of lotions, but you do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph (Israel). Therefore, you will be among the first to go into exile; your feasting and lounging will end.” Amos 6:1-7 Likewise, the Apostle Paul mourned over the people of Israel.  They had crucified Christ and failed to repent.  He wrote in Romans 9:2 “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel.” Jesus was concerned about the Jewish people as well.  He mourned “O Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you.”  (Matt. 23:37) He was mourning for the people who were going to kill Him, because He was aware of the consequences they were going to face. 
Should we be in a constant state of mourning for our own sins or the sins of others? We mourn to help us realize what Jesus bore on the cross—the pain of our sins as well as the pain of the sins of the world. But Jesus says that those who mourn will be comforted. Because Jesus died to redeem our sin nature, we celebrate that there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus. When we experience this blessing of forgiveness from God, God himself will comfort us. God’s “compassions never fail. They are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:22) God comforts us so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we have received.  We can count on God to comfort us, and He wants us to pass that comfort on to others.
As we realize the depravity of our own sin and our need for a savior, our thankfulness to God for the sacrifice of His Son should increase. As we realize the depth of God’s love, compassion, and mercy towards us, our mourning will be turned into a joyous celebration. As we realize our sins have been removed from us as far as the east is from the west, God will remove our sackcloth and clothe us with joy. While we are on the road less traveled, our hearts will sing to God:
		Weeping may remain for a night,
		But rejoicing comes in the morning…
		You turned my wailing into dancing;
You removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy
That my heart may sing to you and not be silent.
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks forever.
						Psalm 30:5, 11-12
